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Life as a Climatologist 
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What is a climatologist? 

Studies climate 

Sometimes called a “climate scientist” 

Physics of the earth climate system 

Applied climatologist 
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State climatologists 

•  Often applied climatologists 
•  Focus on climate services 

– Delivering climate science, climate data 
– Translating science into practice 
– Extension, outreach 

•  Aware of larger picture, but focused 
on limited geography (state) 
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A day in the life of… 

Students and scientists 

Data 

Communication 
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Students and Scientists 
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Data 
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Data 

•  Historical data, current 
conditions 
– Records and extremes 

•  Collecting, analyzing new data 
– Mesonets, CoCoRaHS 

•  Statistics!  
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Communicating Science, Data to Others 
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Communication 

•  Historical, current conditions 
– What drives hot and cold, wet and dry? 
– How does this year compare? 
– Why did this happen? 

•  Seasonal, long-term projections 
– What are the risks? 
– How might this impact decisions? 
– What is our confidence? 
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Communication 

•  Science translation 
•  Technology, computers 

– Visualize data 
– Decision support 
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Research 

•  Often Client Driven 
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Research 

•  Often Client Driven 
•  Often cross-discipline 

– Agriculture 
– Water resources 
– Human and environmental health 
– Decision context 
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What Gets Us Excited? 
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RESULT – We get it all 

•  Insert collage of hazards photos 

Eastern NC Turfgrass Association - Mount Olive, NC - June 20, 2013 20 
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What Brings Us Down? 
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Media 

“_______ is due to global warming” 
 
Complex science boiled down to 5 
seconds, 1 sentence 
 
General misunderstanding of scientific 
process 
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Data 

There’s never enough of what we want 
 
There’s always to much to manage and 
visualize 
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http://www.nc-climate.ncsu.edu/ 

Twitter @NCSCO 
 

ryan_boyles@ncsu.edu 
919-515-3056 or 877-718-5544 
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Hurricane Rita, September 21, 2005 - Courtesy NASA 


